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EXPERIENCE THE LIGHT AND SOUND OF GOD 

Oct 21-23, 2011 

2011 ECK Worldwide Seminar 

The Year of Graceful Living 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Information at 1-800 LOVE-GOD or www.eckankar.org. 

 

April 6-8, 2012 

2011 ECK Springtime Seminar 

Spiritual Renewal in The Year of Graceful Living 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Information available January 2012 

Information at 1-800 LOVE-GOD or www.eckankar.org. 

 

Upcoming Seminars 

The Temple of ECK, located in Chanhassen, 

Minnesota, is a Golden Wisdom Temple. 

Buses to the temple are available during the 

seminars from the Convention Center. The 

temple grounds include over 2 miles of con-

templation trails. 

Visit Eckankar.org for more information on the 

Temple of ECK, including a virtual tour. 

A wonderful gentleman, a member of Eckankar 

for over twenty-five years, wrote a letter of good 

spiritual insight to me around the Christmas holi-

day season. 

First, he reflected upon Stranger by the River. 

This book, by Paul Twitchell, is a dialogue be-

tween a spiritual seeker and his Master in an-

other time and another place. Twenty-five years 

ago, this gentleman had dismissed it as being 

simple and without depth. Yet the book deals 

with the issues of this world: love, wisdom, life 

and death, the nature of God and Soul, and oth-

ers. Those issues are not simple. 

Now he has come to a startling realization: he 

has changed dramatically in his own state of con-

sciousness since then as a member of Eckankar. 

How did he come to know of the change? 

About twenty-five years ago, he gave his first in-

troductory talk on the teachings of ECK. The audi-

ence was sizable, about thirty-five people. Like 

any good convert, this gentleman spoke with 

conviction about a popular subject then—Soul 

Travel. He went on and on. 

Near the end of his talk, a man at the back of the 

room raised his hand. “And just where does God 

fit into all of this?” he asked. 

This question set the speaker back on his heels, 

because he realized he himself had missed the 

whole point of the ECK teachings. So how could 

he lecture others? 

Soul Travel, dreams, past lives, the ancient sci-

ence of prophecy, healing, and especially love 

are all part of the ECK teachings, of course. How-
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Terms 

ECK 

The life force, the Holy 
Spirit. 

ECKists 

Followers of Eckankar. 

Living ECK Master 

The title of the spiritual 
leader of Eckankar.  

HU 

The singing of the word 
HU is considered a love 
song to God. It can be 
sung aloud or silently to 
oneself. 

Inner Master 

The inner form of the 
Living ECK Master. 

Spiritual Exercises of 
ECK 

Do one exercise every day 
for about twenty minutes 
to build spiritual stamina 
gently over time.  

Area Events  3 

Subscription Form 3 

  

Just Where Does God Fit In?  
by Harold Klemp, The Eckankar Journal, 1997, Volume 21, pp. 2-6. 

Inside this issue: 

EXPERIENCE THE LIGHT AND SOUND OF GOD 

You are invited to try this simple spiritual ex-

ercise. It has helped people of many different 

faiths open their hearts more fully to the up-

lifting presence of God. 

To do the exercise, first get com-

fortable. Close your eyes and take 

a few deep breaths. Next, gently 

put your attention on your inner 

visual screen, where daydreams 

and images come to you. 

With your eyes closed, sing HU (pronounced 

like the word hue) as a song of love. You may 

notice a feeling of peace, warmth, and com-

fort. You may also recognize the presence of 

the Divine through greater spiritual insights 

into your daily life. There are many ways to 

experience the love of God. 

When you sing HU and sit in quiet 

contemplation, you might also per-

ceive the inner Light and Sound. 

The Light may appear as bright-

ness or colors on your inner visual 

screen. The Sound may be musical 

or the sounds of nature, such as 

the wind or the ocean. However 

you experience the presence of God, it is 

bringing you a broader understanding of the 

life you lead. 

You are invited to attend a Community HU 

Chant in your area. See page 3. 

An Invitation to Sing HU  From HU: A Love Song to God, Eckankar.org.  
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ever, they do not stand alone. They must always be taken in the 

whole context of Soul’s relationship to God. It is this relationship 

that gives meaning to life. It is the golden tie that binds. 

So how did this gentleman learn about his own change of con-

sciousness during the last twenty-five years? 

During the most recent Christmas holiday season, he was walking 

through a shopping mall. The place was full of Christmas decora-

tions. All around him, harried shoppers were flitting from store to 

store in an attempt to compete their last-minute shopping. Even 

the piped-in music was urgent. Shop till you drop. 

Now he asked himself the same question the man in the back of 

the lecture room had asked him twenty-five years ago. And just 

where does God fit into all of this? 

He reflected upon the chaos around him. 

Christmas comes from two words: Christ (a state of conscious-

ness) and mass (a worship service or celebration.) Wasn’t Christ-

mas to be a time for Christians to give thanks to God and show 

gratitude for all the blessings they had received? Wasn’t it a sea-

son to return a bit of God’s love through offerings of charity and 

service, to reflect divine love in some way to those around them? 

But he shopping mall was a commercial circus. 

“What are you going to give me?” and “What am I to get for you?” 

This gentleman observed the chaos around him. He had taken a 

table in the food court of the mall to have a cup of coffee. Half-

joking, he asked a young man next to him, “ I wonder what God 

would think of all this?” 

“What has God to do with it?” replied the young man. 

Our friend went home. In his own way, twenty-give years ago he 

himself had been like that young man. The teachings about Soul 

Travel, dreams, past lives, the ancient science of prophecy, heal-

ing, and especially love are all meaningless unless taken in the 

context of God’s love for Soul. The same holds true for Christmas. 

This gentleman reached for Stranger by the River and opened it at 

random. In “The Law of Life” (chapter 31), the ECK Master Reba-

zar Tarzs reminded him: “When you are full of opinions and specu-

lations, God is withdrawn from thee.” 

In other words, live and let live. 

A dear friend of ours could perhaps ask the question too: “And just 

where does God fit into all of this?” 

He is a successful businessman. Yet lately, a severe drop in the 

value of his home forced him to sell it at a loss. At the same time a 

business venture failed. Like so many other successful people, the 

byways of his life show a lot of losses—certainly not the string of 

unbroken successes that other people finally view at the end of a 

long life of ups and downs. 

So currently, our friend has had a few downs in a row. Such an 

experience is likely to get an individual looking only at past fail-

ures, instead of seeing all the areas where his life is blessed: 

health, a family, love for God and life (despite all recent reverses), 

and optimism in spite of it all. 

His thoughts therefore took a trip down memory lane. Since cur-

rent losses are so much a part of his life for now, he naturally 

found his mind searching out earlier losses. 

One such experience was a heartbreaker. Especially for a youth. 

As a young boy, he had a paper route. To boost subscriptions, the 

publisher held a contest for the paperboys. The boy who got the 

most new subscribers to the newspaper in a given period of time 

would win a trip to Hawaii with his parents. 

Our young hero worked hard. So by closing time on the last day of 

the competition, he had won by turning in thirteen more “starts” 

than any of the other paperboys. He could just see himself in Ha-

waii. His proud parents would politely tell any and all who would 

listen, “Our son won this trip for us by selling newspapers!” 

However, there was a small matter of backyard (barnyard?) politics 

that he hadn’t counted on. His chief competitor’s father likely had 

a friend in the publisher’s office who passed along the end-of-day 

totals to him. After all, the expenditure of so much money for three 

tickets to Hawaii might as well be used to return a favor to a per-

sonal friend of someone at the newspaper. Why waste them on 

just any kid? 

Whatever happened is not known. 

Somehow, though, his competitor’s father learned that our friend 

was ahead by thirteen starts. So, after hours—after the close of the 

contest—the father bought twenty newspapers subscriptions for 

friends and relatives. Then he slipped them through the door of 

the publisher’s office. At night. Someone there approved the illegal 

subscriptions, and our friend’s competitor and his parents got the 

free trip to Hawaii. 

To make matters worse, second prize was a one-speed bike. At a 

time when three-speed bikes were popular, no self-respecting boy 

wanted to be seen on a one-speed. 

Ashes heaped upon dirt. 

A good question for a young boy to ask, “I wonder what God would 

think of all this?” 

Rebazar Tarzs, in Stranger by the River, might have answered Soul 

like this, as he once did the seeker: “Thy experience is nothing 

less than thy own choices and thoughts made visible” (The Law of 

the Self,” chapter 12). 

Had the boy counted his chicks before they were hatched? Or had 

his competitor’s dishonest father received some sort of tip and 

special considerations to pay off someone’s debt to him? 

In the end, does it matter? 

Earth is a schoolroom. We’re here to have every possible experi-

ence. That’s how Soul finds spiritual purification and becomes 

godlike in the end. Why are you here? To make money and get 

rich? Maybe. There is certainly nothing wrong with money, but 

what’s the use of having it while learning nothing about your spiri-

tual purpose here on earth? 

Once more, as Rebazar tells the seeker, “You, yourself, are your 

own problem. You must understand and act to solve the mystery 

of thy little self before you can solve the mystery of God.” 
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Visit www.eck-mi.org for events added after publication of this newsletter.  

All Michigan events are sponsored by the Michigan Satsang Society and open to the public with no donation requested. 

EASTERN MICHIGAN EVENTS 

 

Ann Arbor 

For questions on area activities: (734) 913-9822 or e-mail 

a2.mi.eck@gmail.com. 

Community HU Chant, Fridays, 6:30-7:15pm, Crazy Wisdom 

Bookstore, 114 S Main St. 

Worship Service, 4th Sunday of month, 11am-noon, 

Gretchen’s House (a child development center), 2340 Oak 

Valley Dr. 

 

 

Royal Oak 

All events are at the Royal Oak ECKANKAR Center, 320 East 

Fourth St, Royal Oak, (248) 546-9224.  

Open Hours, Mondays, 6:30-7pm. 

Community HU Chant, Mondays, 7pm.  

Worship Service, 1st Sunday of month, 12-1pm. 

 Oct 2—Graceful Living 

 Nov 6—Co-Worker with God 

 Dec 4—The Eternal Dreamer of ECK 

Book Discussion, 1st Sunday of month, 2pm, A Modern 

Prophet Answers Your Key Questions about Life, Book 2, 

by Harold Klemp. 

Roundtable, Saturdays, 2-3pm. 

 Oct 29—Karma—Reruns You Can Learn From. 

 Nov 19—The Secret of Love. 

 Dec 31—How to Survive Spiritually in Our Times. 

 

WESTERN MICHIGAN EVENTS 

 

Cadillac 

For questions and location: Mary at (231) 796-5028. 

Worship Service, Saturdays, 10-11am. 

 Oct 1—The Law of Grace 

 Nov 5—Dreams and Our Spiritual Journey 

 Dec 3—Your Quest for God’s Love 

Book Discussion, 2nd Wednesday of month, 7pm, A 

Modern Prophet Answers Your Key Questions about 

Life, Book 2, by Harold Klemp.  

Community HU Chant, 3rd Tuesday of month, 7pm, 

640 Quail Lane, Martha, (231) 775-9459. 

 

Grand Rapids 

For questions on area activities: (616) 245-7003. 

Worship Service, 2nd Sunday, 10-11am. 

 Oct 9—The Law of Grace 

 Nov 13—A Capacity to Accept Change 

 Dec 11—Contemplation: Sharing Your Heart with God 

Dominican Center at Marywood, Rm #4, 2025 E 

Fulton St.  

 

Lansing 

Community HU Chant, call Bob Thomasson, (517) 

668-8532 for time and location. 

 

Traverse City 

Community HU Chant, 3rd Thursday of month, 7pm, 

304 South Spruce St, (231) 946-6492. 

INNER JOURNEY Subscription Form 

I am not a member of Eckankar and would like to: 

□ Receive 3 complimentary issues or 

□ continue my complimentary subscription for 

another 3 issues. 

I am member of ECKANKAR and would like to receive the 
member’s edition for a donation of $10/year payable to 
Michigan Satsang Society. 

Name: _____________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: ______________________________ 

Mail to Newsletter Subscription, 22567 Woodward, Big 
Rapids MI 49307, or call (248) 546-9224 and provide 
the above information. You may cancel at any time. 

The Passkey is in Your Hands, by Harold Klemp, The Call of Soul, p. 102-3. 

When you’re ready for something more durable than philosophy, metaphys-

ics, or orthodox religion, then you’re ready for the knowledge that grants 

love, wisdom, and spiritual freedom. These three qualities are available 

through the teachings of ECK. 

The answer is in your hands. 

The Spiritual Exercises of ECK are the lost passkey to life. They give the se-

crets of the ancient ones. A greater state of consciousness is a direct result 

of doing your spiritual exercises and will reveal new ways to ease your life. 

Such freedom is but one of the many benefits that come to all who wish to 

find the living way and do something about it. 


